	GEORGE BACCHUS AFFIDAVITS 

· Affidavit #1 

· Affidavit #2 

The People's National Congress Reform condemns the political execution of George Bacchus in his bed in the wee hours of the morning of Thursday June 24, 2004. This execution confirms George Bacchus’ contention that the bullets that Shafeek Bacchus received were indeed intended for him.

Mr. Bacchus, as the public knows, was one of the key witnesses to the operations of state sponsored death squads. He confirmed, for instance, in a sworn affidavit, dated June 11th, 2004, that he was present when Ronald Gajraj issued an order to the death squad to kill Othneil Embarack (aka Agouti) and five other young men in Robb and Light Streets, Bourda on the night of Diwali 2003.

Over the past months, Mr. Bacchus has provided the public/nation with information implicating several high-level government officials in the operations of death squads. In that time Mr. Bacchus received serious threats to his life and the lives of his family and had publicly stated that he had become a target by agents of the State. 


Two weeks ago, Mr. Bacchus revealed in a video recording and in a sworn affidavit that he was terrorized by agents of the State and Ronald Gajraj into making a statement exonerating Gajraj and that he had complied in order, in his own words, “to live a little longer”.

The People's National Congress Reform therefore has no doubt that the execution of Bacchus was a deliberate attempt to silence him and to protect those who have been implicated in the death squad operations. In our last press statement, the PNCR had made public its concerns over attempts by the state to tamper with witnesses since the announcement of the Presidential Commission of Inquiry. Mr. Bacchus’ execution clearly demonstrates the extent to which those implicated are willing to go to protect themselves. This latest political killing is clearly an attempt by the PPP/C government to cover its tracks and to scare away other potential witnesses.

The Guyanese public can now judge for themselves the true nature of the PPP/C regime. We hold Jagdeo and his entire government responsible for the political execution of George Bacchus. The shocked citizens of Guyana must now respond appropriately and decisively to this further act of lawlessness and wantonness committed by this government.

The Leader of the People's National Congress Reform, Mr. Robert Corbin, has submitted to the Commissioner of Police two affidavits sworn to by George Bacchus and a video recording of an interview he gave, and has called on the Commissioner to immediately launch a murder and conspiracy to murder investigation.


People's National Congress Reform
Congress Place, Sophia
Georgetown
June 24, 2004 

 

AFFIDAVIT #1

[image: image1.jpg]i Thue when I visted the hore of Misister Gaire) 1 was taken 0 his
Offioe an the first floor of ki home where Gajaj ntroduced me 1o three men, who T
elievod to be policetmen, named Setwyn Willims, Axel Williams and Wendell Cocser.

2, ‘That M. Gaje] told me that he may oot always be avalable to
eccive information from me nd tha: I should puss information dirctly to the sid three
men. The taen gave e thir telephane mumbers und sfer that mesting | began fn supply
e with information.

. That [ aiso called Mr. Gaieej regulaly and. suppied bim with
‘aformaion and becare & rgular isitor t his home.

" ‘That 1 visited Mr. Gajrj about hree times & week and e would
et i this Svady/ offce onthe first loor of is home,

15 “That T had o difficuly entering the above preoes because el the
security at the house had come tn knowy me an they stlowed me stomatic entry to the

1o, “That 1 know Mr. Gajraj’s ffice / tudy very wel. e office had &
hass door with 8 il protection. He had 8 large desk which had a buzzzr under the desk
top and when e st down ke faced norh. Behind his desk weee e books on shalves. He
alsa had a television and o plics rdio se i bis office

12, “That on el occesions 1 visite hi offce T saw many purmp-action
g and AK 47 rifies there, There wer aiss may bulet.peoof vest sored i ki offce.
T aleo sevw o Sicrling automatic gun on his desk but 1 e notised that the gun wes 10
Tonger ther.

1. “That I lateesaw Axel Willams in possession ofasiilar un in bis
car and when T asked Mr. Gajraj about it, he old me that ho had lent the gun to Axel
Willams. T always sevv Axel with that gan in bis cer.

1. ‘That Selwyn William carcied e M70 rile and Wendell Cacsar
carried n Beren sub machine gun.

0. That thc seid men bad many others who worked along wits the
and 1 etet g0t 1o know some of these men by name or call names but 1 could identity
them.




[image: image2.jpg]21 Tratsome ofth aforeseid men werscalled, M Bean who lved in
‘Wetlock, Georgatowr Dorson, AKA Sokdier who lived at West Bank Demeraa, Shavn
Hinds: Wesley. AKA Skello; Romber, Washer; and, Richands.

. “That Axel Wilicns and Shaue Hinds at various times sbowed e
Tists wih ey o persons and sskod e 1 fform thom on he ocaion of hase pesons
£ shonid seo .

z “That T lntee discovered e men on the list wer being iiled and
Anel Willams s confimed to me thatthey were doing the kiling.

2, That T lso know ths becauso Shawn Hinds regulcly told me
abont the kiling wher h visited & ilfiead ofhis by the name of Ruh who at ono ime
worked aot flr fom where  ived, Shawn ued t being b fo work i the morming and
any days b brought unch for e e, It was dusing theso viia tha b told me abovt
th acivtiesof the Death Squad.

2. “Tha after most of the February 23 Jul-beak sscapecs werekiled [
observed tha the iling st continued and [ was shown » Listof names of persons by
Al Wilim and Shawn Hinds and ssked 1 usist i locaing them.

% “That  realied that some ofth namies on the st that T knew were
law abiding sitizon> and soma of them had served e i peison ht were nows lving
straght ife and working.

b2 “That 1 6id ot provide any information on those persons and fn
et warped some of those omth list 10 be creful and go o hiding,

b That afer 1 obrerved that some of ths men on the li: were sdl
being killod T complained seversl tnes to Mr. Glra that tese men were il killing
‘poople e tokd me that o would look nto i bt he killing continued.

2. That some of the man thl were illed e Wesiey Tume, Mokesh
Hoodhoo, Gunrs), Archer AKA Monkeymus and Carel

30, That one ight | was with Mz, G in is Bome offie when Axel
Williams called. b and told bim , * Suspects identifed” and e repied by sayng,

“Desteoy”




[image: image3.jpg]Bl “That after Mr. Gaje finisbed speaking to Avel Wilinms he asked
s i€ knew somone by the name of Agoui and ! cld hir that 1 did. He then told me
hat they were justkiled.

2 “That shorly afer [ left Mr Gajraj's home that g, [ went o
‘Georgetowm and heazd the news that. six men were Killed somewhers in Robb and Light
siects by gunmen. | kv then that it s the same kiling thet Gjraj had ordered when 1
s in bis office.

ES That another evening while | was at M. Gajen's house 1 saw ooe
of his guands taks & browa envelope from bim and 80 1 the gate aad give i to Wendel)
(Cacear. The next day 1aw Cocsar in Hadield Sircet i he (old me that it was ey he
bad oceived.

. “That  belioved tht these men were peid because after mast of the
Killings these men would b having a big drinking and sporting spree at the Wine Bar in
Werk-enRust

3. That most of these men (old me they wve livenced frearms
bokders and they caried ot el e,

3. That afier M. Gejrj did rothing sbott my reports that these msa
‘were still killng I starizd to tel people that these men were kilers.

7. “That I eatiied that these men were amoyed aftr they started 1o
behave srangely 2nd I begen (o be afraid that they would

me 100 50 1 decided to tell
some important people.
3 “That 1 went to Me. Khsenr] Ramjattan, Attorney-ss-Laww and told

etvement. 1

him all i X knew abovs these men and their killing und o Mr. G
told Mr. Remjattan that should anything happen to ms he would know who were the
illers and who was involved.

39, Thss [ also t0ld M. Clem David of the VCT Television Staon,
and a few otber peope. | also spoke to Mr, Raphacl Trotman, Atortey-at-Lar.

. ‘That it was some tims afl 1 spoke to the nbove persons that my
brother sas mardored.

. ‘That 1 weat Into hiding after my brother was Killd.




 

[image: image4.jpg]a2 That 1 came out of hiding after the Preliminary Inquiry into the

murder of my brother commenced and aflr there vas an announcement that there would

on ofTnquiy nto death suads in Ciuyana.

. That on Triday June 4 2004 1 went to Congress Place,
eadquarers of the People’s Natonal Congress cform where | gave M. Corbin cerin
information about th operations of deth squads 1 Gusana.

“ “That 1 later allowod M. Corbin o make  video recording of what
U 01d him o that i anyibing bappen t0 me b would have the informtion.

a5 “That 1 am sl afnid for e lfe because | know that some of the
members of the death squad are il at farge 1 may be willing to kill me on Mr.
Gaira'sinsrverions.

6. “That this Affdavit wes crawn by MR. BASIL WILLIAMS,

Frg A Rpecid

Attorney-at-Law on my instructions.

Swom 10 &) Georgetown, Demerare,
Thia /)y of June 11,2004

BEFORE Mit

A COMMISSIONER OF OAFHS TO AFFIDANTIS
¢
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AFFIDAVIT #2
[image: image5.jpg]REPUBLIC OF GUYANA
COUNTY OF DEMERARA

AFFIDAVIT

I, GEORGE BACCHUS. Cattle Farmer, of 76 Princess Street, Lodge,
eorgetown, Demerars, being duly swom MAKE OATH and say as followe:

1 “Thiat the Gacts t whish | depos berstn arc true and wihin my own
knowledge save where | may otherwise stats.

2 That on Jemuary S® 2004, my brother Shafeek Bacchus was
murdered by gunmen oytside our home at 76 Princess Street, Lodge, Georgetown.

3 ‘That shortly aftee tmy brother was shot [ witnessed the car that was
involved in tho incident leaving the scane and I identified three (3) of the gunmen whose:
mames were Shawn Hinds, Ashton King and Mark: Thornas ska Keesorkee.

4 That 1 ltex gave stsicmens to the Police at East La Penfience and

Brickdan Police Stations o this matter.

5 Thet [ also gave stotermcms to the American Embassy in
Georgetown.
6. ‘That in my statsments to the Police I informed them that [ knesv

the men who shot my brother and thatthey worked for the Miniser of Home Affars, Mr

Ronald G,
p T some of e men who killed my beoher e e charged by
he Poie.
s Tha T sl informed the olice that 1 was present s Mr

house where he introduced me 1o Selwyn Willims, Axel Williams and Wendell Cassar
‘0d asked me to supply them with oerain information.

2. ‘That after giving the Police detailed statements 1 weat into

bestuce [ wos aftald for my Tifl since they were five (S) men in the oar which killed ry
brother and I had only been able 10 Idenuy theee 3) of the.
10, ‘That I was also afraid because I knewv of several ofher persons in

the group of men that were kiling people from a Jist which they claimed to have besa




[image: image6.jpg]ven totheis by High Funetionaries in the Goernment

n Ihat 1 came out of hiding afer the Preliminary Tnquiry o the
‘murder of my brother commenced and afer there was an annoucerment thet there wiould
e & Commision of Inquiry inio dsth squads in Gusean.

2, “That in ealy May 2004 a frend of mine named Povie, who s the
som of PPPC Metaber of Partament Sirley Edwards, came to my bome end asked me if
T would speak to Ronald Gajrs), the Ministe of Home Affrirs.

1. That T informed him thar 1 did ot want 19 bear abovt Misister
(Gajre bt he advised me tha it would be iy st IMeres 0 spesk o Mr. Gajr.

3 That the sid Power came back to me another day and advised me
that gunmen were all over the plece and they could kil me and that they koew where all
ey elaives, my gilfriend and outside sster were living and that al)of thenn may slso be
i danger i1 id not went to hear what Gairsi had to sey.

15, That e (Powes) laer told me that he brought & massage from
Ronald Gajraj saying et Gujrsf woukd pull oft the gunmen and would give mc §10
‘millon (ten milion dollars) o Ieave the country 1f I yould ke a video ape reconding
from & prepared sstement that Gajraj had nothing to do with the deat sqads and that
the stasements 1 hnd prviously made were dooe out ofanger aad ot trve.

1. Thar Inter power took me over to his mother's house where I met &
oan of Indian decent with a video camera. He told me what o say aad I repested words
ttho offect thah Ms Gros was mot in charge of any desth squad 1 6o o knoww why
e poliical pares were biowing things vut uf proportion. The cameratiss hen Iof the
tape with Powers.

1 That n few days lster & man called tme on the phos and told me
at the tape was not good cnough end I would have to make it over but [ abused the
person on the phone.

" The next day Poswe told me that Gaiej wias not suisied with the
fape e thax 1 had to ake @ new one. He then ool me back 1o his mother’s home where.

nother man who 1 know fbom soelg o Lelevision was waidlng with a video cammors. He





	
	 
	 [image: image7.jpg]eve e o tyge wrtien sheets uf prpor with  simemznt that M. Gejsj seat F e to
Fead and e tokd et sy i Ty own words what wes writen on the sttement so that [
‘could be video recorded.

19, Thet tho bug conteining (i video camers had writing on it it
Ieternappoaring 10 be “GINA” on it
» That [ vas efrid snd befcvod thst T would be ilied i  hud nt

co-opemtid, 501 4id whe v told 6 do exd ho mat made a video tape with m eying
‘whotthey lstruct s sy, dhe ofectthet Mr. Gaja) Knew nathing of the kfings,

a ‘Thas what I seid on thet video recoding tape it not rue but wes
o bocause [ s afad,

2 That afer they bad completcd the recording, the cemermman gave
me & wad of oo thousand dollar blls which he seid was $100,000. one bundred
thousand dollars). but | e it back t hies and told hin o tef) i T weas ot gy

ES “That It Porwee tokd ene that e took th tape fo Gaje and Onjrj
i o b el e o e e money @l e POWEE Should e on Monday.

2 Thet e that ald night sl 7:30 PM [ received  telephons
call fom » known person who clsimed he was peaking on bebalf of Gejre and wa
secking w iy whether e aount swes ive o ten ilon doliar.

25, Thas | salted the persan but bocume immedistely afeid for my
fie a8 T em belisved they would still kil me even thaugh | did the oy on they
soquested.

2. Thss T lser aade contact with onteane who 1 ssked to make
contact for s to mest i the Lasdar o the Opposition, Mr Robert Corbin.

2 That on Friday Juos 4", 2004 [ went to Congrems Place,
Neadeqrters of the Peogle's Nations] Congress Reiorm where I told Ms, Corbin about the
‘opecation ofthe death sqund and abontal the developments,

= “Thar ! ate stiowed Mr. Corbin to mke  vide ravording of shat
T 101 N 5 thet f anything happee 1o e e seould have the nfosmmaion.

2. “Thas 1 sl afesid for my lfo because 1 knrw tht sore of the
‘membars of the doeth squed are stll ot iarge end may be willing to kill we with Mr.



 

[image: image8.jpg]Gajra’sinstructions.
0. ‘That befors my brothee was killed | bad also told sovert people
abous the deanh squad inciuding Mr.Clem Devid and others.
A That this Affdavit was drawn by MR, BASIL WILLIAMS,
Atiomey-at-Law on my instructions.

Sworn ta ot Gocngetown, Demera,
i 7 oy, #2008







